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Shoichi Sato, “In Quest of Identification of a Medieval Religious Manuscript : Textual
Configuration of Vatican Ottoboni Latin no.163.”

At the outset of my class, I explained how should I carry out the class of this specified
study of “ Hermeneutic Study and Education for Textual configuration”, in the second
semestral term in 2009. I illustrated, also, an academic background of my inquiries on the
Vatican manuscript, Ottoboni latin, no.163. After these preliminary observations I, rather
we, launched on the reading of the manuscript which was a martyrology of unidentified
origin and certainly belonged to the 14th century, according to the handwriting. As our
experience has been very limited as to reading of manuscript written in the later Middle
Ages, our progress upon reading this martyrs’ calendar has been made slowly in the class.
On the final stage of the term, we arrived at on the 31st December. Only eight days of
entire itinerary were absorbed! Because the calendar begins on the 24th in December. All
through our reading and inquiries in the class, however, we got a pair of clues that might



permit us to identify the origin of this manuscript. I finished my class in that term, with my
reflections upon the configurative value of the martyrological text.
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