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On Inherent Perspectives of Hermeneutics

From the very origin of hermeneutics, especially in the
occidental tradition, allegorical interpretation is distinguished
from grammatical or literal interpretation, especially in
relation to interpretation on Homeric texts. Thus, Stoics in
Pergamon established a philology of allegorical interpretation
in the second century B.C., whereas librarians in Alexandria
exercised grammatical or literal interpretation.

Early Christianity inherits these two different types of
interpretational attitudes, in order to establish the authority
of the Christianity distinguished from the Judaism. The
catechetical school of Alexandria, different from the
antecedent Alexandrian school, reposes on the combined use
of both allegorical and grammatical interpretations, especially
for the big debate with the Gnosticism, on the matter of the
christian theology and the biblical exegesis. On the other
hand, the school of Antioch, through the theorization of
trichotomy concept of body, soul and spirit for human
beings, favors grammatical or literal interpretations over the
allegorical ones.

These two tendencies can be confirmed in the Middle
Age, when Thomas Aquinas revised traditional four types of
meanings (littera, allegoria, moralis and anagogia) into mere
two types of spiritual meaning and of literal meaning in
his Summa Theologie. It was in the times of the Protestant
Reformation that the hermeneutics renewed its traditional
approaches by acquiring the rhetoric as art of reading, not
of writing or of speaking and by reinventing the idea of
“history”, in side of the Protestantism.

The dichotomy between the two principles of

different

hermeneutics. The allegorical interpretation enables and

hermeneutics show us two objectives  of
accepts different meanings for a text, whereas the literal or
grammatical interpretation tries to eliminate ambiguities and
to find a single true meaning. We should also notice with
regard to allegorical interpretation that different meanings
coexists with synchronic perspective.

If we want to talk with diachronic perspective of
plurality of interpretation, we thus enter in the realm of the
idea of “hermeneutic circle”. The idea itself was suggested by
Matthias Flacius Illyricus in the 16th century and theorized
by Friedrich Daniel Ernst Schleiermacher in the 19th
century. It was developed in close relation with Christianity,
especially with Protestantism; we took brief outline through
discussion on threefold stage of hermeneutics held by French
philosopher Paul Ricceur in his 7ime and Narrative.
different

explanation” and

Ricoeur three tasks of

distinguished
hermeneutics as “understanding”,
“application”, and described possible shift from both
attitude of “toward application” and of “by understanding”
to “explanation”. This dynamisme explains the circular
dynamism of interpretation, which may be processed with
three stages of reading: from the first innocent reading,
through the second reading at a distance, then up to the
third “historical” reading. This process of interpretation
demonstrates and ensures a evolutive nature of interpretation
on a single text with diachronic perspective.

We thus concludes our discussion on objectives of

hermeneutics, studies on interpretation. Both synchronic and
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diachronic perspectives make appearances of convergence,
because an interpreter have rights to pursue a single truth
through his act of interpretation, and of divergence,
because he also have rights to be in search of totally

HEBER K zus crime £8RE)

different interpretations than existing ones. The observation
suggests that the hermeneutics tries to explain how a text
can share plural interpretations in parallel, and also how an

interpretation on a text can be evolved.

201046A17HR - 248K

Lecture on the Philosophical Significance of Hermeneutics

After a brief account of the history of the theory of
interpretation, or hermeneutics, the aim and structure of
Gadamer’s conception of hermeneutics were outlined.

In order to understand the philosophical significance of
Gadamer’s theory, the groundbreaking work by his mentor,
Martin Heidegger, in his Sein und Zeit was illustrated. In a
word, Heidegger overcame the aporia of modern philosophy,
which Gadamer was able to appreciate and develop in his
hermeneutics. The aporia can be formulated as follows:

Knowledge consists in the transcendent knowing

subject A gaining knowledge of a transcendent object

B. Knowledge, as distinguished from belief, is the

acquisition of the truth. The knowing subject A knows

that object B is so and so if and only if A has possession
of all necessary information of the properties that makes
true the sentence “The object B is so and so.”

How is it possible for a transcendent subject to gain
such information about a transcendent object? Even if it
were possible, how can the subject know when knowledge
is attained without transcending himself into the position of
God, who can compare the thought and reality to see if there
is a match? The term “transcendent” by definition means
that something is unfathomable by another. The Kantian
question “how is experience possible” comprises a sub-theme
of the question “how is knowledge possible.” Man as subject
is the central theme of modern philosophy: independence,
indeed the existence of man as subject depends on his capacity
for knowledge. Hence, proving that man can know becomes
the central issue for modern philosophy. However, since the
subject is independent and free, the creative subject must
be transcendent: the metaphysical presupposition of man
precludes the possibility of knowledge. This is the aporia of
modern philosophy.

All attempts before Heidegger were unable to overcome
this aporia. It is well known that the Cartesian method leads
to skepticism and solipsism. What was regarded as the most
hopeful candidate, phenomenology, was also unable to
overcome this schematic problem without the philosophizing
subject playing God; though some may disagree.

What is the problem here? Is it the assumption that
man is a transcendent being? No. Is it that the object is
transcendent? No. Is it the dichotomy of knowledge and
belief, episteme versus doxa, which is problematic? Many
modern minds do believe this to be the problem: that there
is no such thing as episteme, what exists are only beliefs
supported by reason and evidence, a matter of probability
not certainty. This cannot be. The knowledge of your own
name, your age, your gender, or your marital status: if such
were matters of probability, the world as we know it can no
longer be the same. There is nothing wrong with these basic
assumptions. Then, wherein does the problem exist and how
are we to solve the aporia?

The problem lies not in what we can see, but in what we
cannot see. In this simplistic scheme of a subject A knowing
object B, there is an element invisible, hence hidden, to the
modern eye: language. There was a hidden assumption in
this scheme; hidden because it was transparent. Language
is assumed in this scheme as being a perfect vehicle for
transmitting information, so perfect that it seems as if
information carries itself from object B to subject A. Language
is assumed to be a transparent vehicle of communication.

Obviously, language is not transparent. It needs to be
written or spoken. It requires time and energy to transmit
information. Language incurs cost. What was missing from
the simplistic scheme was this element: language, the vehicle
of information.

In the lecture, how the recognition of language changes
the basic scheme and brings about what was later coined
“the linguistic turn” was explained. Language in its normal
everyday state is transparent; when it is working without
speech impediment and infelicities in expression. It becomes
opaque and visible only when there are such hitches, or
intentionally, when used in a pun, or becomes a poem, a
work of literature. By thinking through the properties of
language using these phenomena as explananda, the lecture
demonstrated in plain terms how the aporia can be dissolved
into issues that through research may be given appropriate

answers.
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Japanese Traditional Language study
and Modernization of Japanese Linguistics

Key words: TOKAKU as a concept of defining “sentence”
Language as a process, ON’IN as an idea of pronunciation
German metaphysics

Japanese language study has a couple of main streams.
One stream flows from traditional study since 12th century.
And the other is western linguistics. The traditional study
is composed of Teniwoha and Kanazukai. Teniwoha and
Kanazukai had constituted the basic framework of the
Japanese classical study. This study had been shouldered
by the urban literary aristocracy and upper-class Samurai,
urban military nobility. This study had continued from
Kamakura period to the first half of Edo period, i.e. the 17th
century. For the future from the second half of Edo period,
the cutting-edge academic support shifted to provincial
lower-class samurai from the traditional urban aristocracy
and upper Samurai. Provincial samurai’s study of the second
half of Edo period had been very demonstrated and rational
and practical. Modern language studies in Japan directly
depends on the study in this period. This pre-modern
Japanese language study provided the modern scientific
methods. Modern Japanese linguistics has been based on the
thick accumulation of these academic streams.

EBRE — mraus (@Ees)

After the Meiji period (1868-) the introduction of
linguistics opened the new stage of Japanese language
study. At first modern Japanese grammar was shouldered by
scholars out of government since OTSUKI Fumihiko K3
E (1847-1928). YAMADA Yoshio LI (1873-1958)
and MATSUSHITA Daizaburo A T K=Ef (1878-1935)
are both top grammarians out of main academic stream
of government school. ARISAKA HIDEYO A7t
(1900-1952) and YAMADA had profoundly considered the
theoretical definition on the object of study. ARISAKA had
studied in classical phonetics, and YAMADA in grammar.
ARISAKA thoughtwhat s sound as recognized mentally (%
7). YAMADA thought what is sentence. At the same time,
TOKIEDA Motoki REGHFE (1900-1967) thought what is
a language. Commonly they referred the metaphysics in
Germany. YAMADA's concept of apperception (TOKAKU
#%) depends on the theory of Immanuel KANT
(1724-1804). TOKIEDA and ARISAKA depend upon
phenomenology of Edmund HUSSERL (1859-1938) for
their definition “Language as a process” and “sound as an

idea of pronunciation”.

2010&7R158R - 22HK

Textual and Ideological Deconstruction of Feudalism

1) My interest in European medieval history

2) Middle Ages as historiographical concept
—We know the names of a number of writers who put
it as concept of “medium tempus”. In 1382, Filippo
Villani wrote down in one of his works a phrase “priscis
mediis modernisque temporibus”.
—“Historiarm ab inclinatione Romanorum Imperii
decades” (The Ten History Books after the Decline of
Roman Empire)
—Christoph Keller, a German philologist in the 17th
century
—the Reformation movement launched by Martin
Luther in 1517

3) Which type of society the historians saw in the Middle
Ages ?
—Montesquieu “De lesprit des lois”, Geneve, 1748.

—Voltaire, ]J.-J. Rousseau, Adam Smith etc.

4)  Appearance of Karl Marx and his idea
—all of the human societies starting from “primitive
tribal” society to that of communist society, all thorough
the slavery, feudal, capitalist and socialist society.
—LKarl Marx,“Das Kapital” vol.1, Hamburg, 1867.

5) Heavy weight of Marxist theory of historical evolution,
especially on academia in Japan
—Alain Guerreau “Le feodalisme: un horizon theorique”,
Paris, 1980 : Jerome Baschet, “La civilisation feodale.
De l'an mil a la colonisation de "Amerique” Paris,
2004.

6) Feudal theories other than that of Karl Marx
—TJules Michelet, Jacques Le Goff, Georg Waitz,
Heinrich Brunner, Charles Martel, Max Weber, Otto
Hinze “Nature and propagation of Feudalism” 1929.
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7)

8)

Charles Petit-Dutaillis, “La monarchie feodale en France
et en Angleterre”, Paris, 1933. Marc Bloch, “La societe
feodale,” Paris, 1939-1940, HORIGOME Yozo (Y&
JE=)

Idea of Feudalism as “T'yranny of construct”

— It was in 1974 when the course of things changed.
An American historian of medieval France, Elisabeth
R. Brown published in “American Historical Review”
a critic against an accepted view of Feudalism and
feudal society with a title “The Tyranny of a construct:
Feudalism and Historians of Medieval Europe”.
—Georges Duby, “La Societe aux XI¢ et XII¢ siecles
dans la region maconnaise”, Paris, 1953.

An attack frontal given by Susan Reynolds

—Susan Reynolds, “Fiefs and Vassals. The Medieval
Evidence Reinterpreted”, Oxford, 1994.

—The idea of this development derives ultimately from
a small piece of conjectural history put forward in the
early twelfth century by one of the Lombard lawyers
whose little treaties were soon after combined into the
Libri Feudorum

Five important points

—1) the relationship between the lord and vassal as
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having been described by the lawyers of 16th century
can not be traced back to the war-band conglomerate
in the early Middle Ages, 2) there has never occurred a
junction of the vassalage and the beneficial system, the
former remaining mainly means of political ordering, the
latter the donation with full and permanent property, 3)
So called “vassals” owed service, not because they were
vassals of a lord, but because they were subjects of a ruler,
4) Kingdoms were seen as communities and medieval
values laid great stress on authority of kings. Public
sense was never lost in the thought-world of medieval
men and women, 5) In so far as anything like feudo-
vassalic institutions existed, they were the product not
of weak and unbureaucratic government and expert law
that began to develop from about the twelfth century.

10) Feudalism and seigniorial regime

—Dominique Balthelemy, “L’ordre seigneurial, XIe—

X11¢ siecle”, Paris, 1990.

Weight of Statehood

—Chris Wickham “Framing the Early Middle Ages,

Europe and the Mediterranean, 400-800”, Oxford,

2005.

—M. M. Postan
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Essai d’herméneutique d’'une rumeur historique au Moyen Age : I'inceste de Charlemagne et de sa soeur
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