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Emotions as Texts and Greek Philosophy as an Interpretation

28 April =

Whart distinguishes human beings from other apes? The
bonobo can walk bipedally, use tools, make some use of fire,
and communicate by means of signs. One of the differences
is that human beings take the meat obtained by hunting back
home, to eat together around the table with their dear family
members or friends. We humans can bear our hunger, just
by thinking about the joy of sharing the delicious food with
our family. Besides, through having dinner together we
talk together about what happened to us each day, trying
to find the meaning of various important events, especially
disastrous events.

At the beginning of the Metaphysics, Aristotle says,
“All men by nature desire to know”, and in the Politics he
defines man as “the political animal”, i.e. the kind of animal
whose natural function is best fulfilled by living together and
helping each other. This is exactly what distinguishes human
beings from other kinds of animals. We try to interpret what
happens to us by connecting things scattered apart and to
create a story that bestows some meaning to each event in the
whole structure of our life, especially in the framework of our
life with other human beings.

One of the typical patterns of the story is that of a
hero, who used to lead a prosperous life, and then under the
hardship that suddenly falls upon him, he is ousted from
his land. He roams around, but with the help of a few kind
people he met during his exile, he grows up to be a whole
new person, who can have compassion to a larger circle of
people. Here we can detect the fully developed cases of the
above mentioned two characteristics of men described by
Aristotle.

In the process of evolution, we humans have developed

the mechanism of emotions just in order to survive.

Especially such negative emotions as fear, anger and sorrow
have much value that assists our survival. However, we are
the kind of creature that cannot survive without helping each
other, and for that purpose it is essential for us to find joy
in helping one another. We are thus equipped more than
any other animals with the mechanism for empathy, such
as mirror neurons. This is why we find more happiness and
joy in good relationship with others through gratitude and
forgiveness.

12 May

The original meaning of philosophy is the seeking
(philo-) for wisdom (sophy). But why do we seek for wisdom?
According to the so-called protreptikos logos (exhortation to
philosophy), we all seek for happiness. But how can we obtain
happiness? Wealth, health, fame, and beauty are all neutral
in this respect. Although they may be regarded as good by
most people, they are neither good nor bad by themselves. If
we make good use of them, they become good, but bad use
results in our misery. And what enables us to make good use
is wisdom, which is why we should seek for wisdom, i.e. do
philosophy.

What kind of wisdom or knowledge can philosophy
provide us with? The kind of knowledge gods have is an
ideal for us. The Olympians have double focus of a bird’s-
eye view and a zoom-in view. According to recent studies of
cognitive geography, we obtain through navigation the so-
called cognitive map, which enables us to orient ourselves in
our journey to our destination. The same thing can be said
about our journey of life. What enables us safely to arrive
at our goal of life is a kind of cognitive map, which allows
us to look through obstacles to the destination. This was
exactly the kind of knowledge Plato sought after through his
philosophical enquiry.
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The Phenomenology of Textual Multiplicity and Fragmentation
and the Hermeneutic Circle in the Case of English Romanticism

Multiplicity and Fragmentation are curious features of
English Romantic texts. There are at least eighteen different
versions of Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s “The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner’, for instance. The first published version
appeared in the 1798 Lyrical Ballads in a distinctively archaic
style, whose form and language were modernised for the
second edition in 1800. Another drastic change was made
in 1817 when Coleridge added a Latin epigraph and prose
marginal glosses to the body text. He kept revising the poem
till he died in 1834. This is not the sole example. Coleridge
notoriously proliferated his texts by continual rewritings
and revisions. ‘The Eolian Harp’ has sixteen or more
manuscripts; “This Lime-Tree Bower My Prison’, twelve
texts; ‘Frost at Midnight’, ‘Kubla Khan’, ‘Christabel’, and
the ‘Dejection’ Ode, all respectively have more than eighteen
texts. None of these texts and manuscripts can be regarded as
‘final’ or ‘completed’ texts: they are rather fragmentary pieces
interspersed in the course of his reworking for unattainable
perfection.

Traditionally, the best or most authoritative text of
an author’s work has been thought to be some form of
‘final’ version, most often the latest text written or printed
during the author’s lifetime. In the case of “The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner’, the text in one or another of Coleridge’s
late Poetical Works—1828, 1829, or 1834—had long been
considered to be #he best, the most authoritative, version. But
in the framework of post-modern criticism in the 1970s and
1980s, priority began to be given to all earlier versions, whose
incomplete and fragmentary states, whether in manuscripts
or in printed forms, came to be viewed as possessing more
values and virtues than the final versions. The authority
of texts has been further destabilized these days when the
consensus is more or less established that every individual
version of a work is a distinct text in its own right, with
unique aesthetic character and unique authorial intention.

Hermeneutics provides a vital critical ground that
illuminates the problems and meanings of all this textual
multiplicity. Not just Coleridge, but Wordsworth, Keats,
Shelley and Byron were all sensitive to the critical receptions

of their works, and were never satisfied with the finished
forms of each work. Either to pre-empt malicious reviewers
or to vindicate their literary productions, they obsessively
reworked on and reshaped their works. As in the case of
Wordsworth’s Prelude or Keats’s Hyperion poems, it was not
rare that they kept revising a single work without any attempt
of publication and left it as fragments. The hermeneutic
circle, constituted by the dialogical relationship between
the author and the reader, thus expanded endlessly along
with the continual revisions and publications or receptions
of each work. It has been proliferated further, with modern
criticisms unsettling the traditional textual authority and
new interpretations being (re-)produced on the basis of
fragments.

The proliferation of the hermeneutics circles is closely
tied up with phenomenology of fragmentation at bottom.
As Thomas McFarland argued in the 1980s, incompleteness,
fragmentation, and ruin—the diasparactive triad—are at the
very centre of the modern culture: the phenomenology of
fragmentation is the phenomenology of human awareness.
Heidegger’s twin conceptions of Geworfenbeir (the sense of
being hurled into reality, broken off) and Verfallen (the sense
within life of its continuing ruin) are ineradicable criteria of
modern existence. His formulation that ‘in existence there
is a permanent incompleteness (stindige ‘Unganzheit’),
which cannot be evaded’ are applicable to most of English
Romantic works, as well as to German ones. The Romantic
image of a wanderer in vain pursuit of an elusive vision of
the ideal beauty, as we find in Shelley’s Alastor, demonstrates
how continually English Romantics were obsessed with
dreams, imagination, and ideal visions, yet failed to attain
them and consequently remain acutely conscious of the
fragmentation, incompleteness, and ruin of existence.
Continual multiplication and fragmentation of the Romantic
texts, produced through the ever-expanding hermeneutic
interpretative circles, thus register the existential dilemma
shared by the Romantics, and disclose their Heideggerian
senses of Geworfenheit and Verfallen.
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Ritual Embryology in the Japanese Tantric Tradition:
Another Mediaeval Soteriological Shift?

2011528168 1785005 —188F305
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A variety of Japanese mediaeval ritual texts produced
in Tantric contexts include cryptic “embryonic diagrams”
that describe the actions by which a Tantric practitioner
attains perfect identity with the Buddha as the embryological
growth of a foetus. These visual narratives draw from Indian
medical knowledge and from classical Chinese notions of
yin-yang and wuxing, and re-read these systems in terms
of Tantric doctrine. All seem to emphasise the moment
of sexual intercourse that starts the reproductive process,
and the construction of a perfect body that yet maintains
the characteristic of a biological body. Probably because
of such sexual overtones, most of these documents have so
far remained unexplored in Japanese temple archives, and
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regarded as heretical and marginal. Yet the circulation of
these diagrams across lineages suggests that the embryogenetic
discourse represented a major soteriological model in
medieval hermeneutics, one that firmly situated the seeds of




HERSETEC 2011.7

transformation in the origin of the human body. This paper
explores two visual conceptualisations of the body: the
geometric patterns of the five-stage foetal gestation (tainai
goi) and the organic body-mandala based on the notion
of five organs (gozé mandala). The paper will discuss this

| P

imagery in relation to other charts of bodily buddhahood as
they appear in a controversial document recently discovered
in the archives of a Ninnaji sub-temple, titled Gochizd
hishé, and attempt a comparison with similar contemporary
documents produced by other lineages.
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aE X ® Discontinuous AP Constructions and Raising of the Head Noun within DP

AFEERTIE. (1) D X9 %A AP #3C (LT DACP)
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(1) a similar car to mine
(2) a. adifficult problem to solve
b. astupid man to do it
[pr D [ar A [ [Head Noun] ...]]]
[pr D [Head Nounl]i [ar A [ ti ...]]]
(4) a. [ora [ar difficult [[man]i to solve t]]]
[
{

or a [ap stupid [[man] to do it]]]

o {*similar cars/cars similar} to mine
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=
z

6) a. *John was the wise man to run away from the bear.

b. *A kind man to bring it to me went out five minutes
ago. (Yasui et al. (1976: 227))
(7) a. It’s better to take care of yourself than to trust some
(BU—F941396)

b. Idon’t know if I just have an easy name to say!
(NBA—990717)
(8) [ D [Nume Num[iLat, uNum] [[Nead Noun[#Lat, Num]]i

R R el 1)

stupid guy to do it, you know.
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