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MORIGIWA Yasutomo (201146 H 9, 16 H)

On 9 and 16 June, 2011, Professor MORIGIWA Yasutomo gave two lectures on
the general characteristics of textual interpretation. The first lecture explained why the
so-called “linguistic turn” in philosophy was a breakthrough in modern philosophy. By
shifting the focus from consciousness to language, what was hidden in the two-termed
epistemic scheme of a subject knowing something about the object became apparent.
The missing third term was language, the medium that transmits information from the
speaker/writer to the hearer/reader. The hearer/reader becomes part of the integral
scheme of knowing. Knowing involves expressing knowledge. Contrary to intuition, the
“Ah-ha Erlebnis” is an incomplete part of the activity of knowing. A new way of
looking at the phenomenon of knowledge is thus introduced.

The second lecture introduced Prof. MORIGIWA'’s theory of interpretation and
legal interpretation as developed in the book that grew out of a GCOE international
symposium he had organized and held at the Ecole Normale Supérieure in Paris: Legal
Interpretation in the Age of Enlightenment (edited by Morigiwa Yasutomo, Michael



Stolleis and Jean-Louis Halpérin, Dordrecht: Springer, 2011). His paper, called
“Interpretation by Another Name,” argued for interpretation as augmenting knowledge.
Interpretations are of something. In the case where the object of interpretation is the text,
the literal meaning of the text provides some ground of constraint for the range of
possible interpretations. How is this possible? Analysis of the practice of interpretation
makes clear how the establishment of the identity of the text, the object of interpretation,
and the change of its interpretation are simultaneously possible. When the theory is
applied to legal texts, it can explain how “that which makes the identity of the object of
legal interpretation possible, gives authority to the law; that which makes change
possible in law brings about justice according to the law” (p. 125, italics added).
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