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L’apparition du Spleen moderne—les représentations du chien et de la mort
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A Glimpse of the Epistemic Background of Textual Interpretation

On 9 and 16 June, 2011, Professor MORIGIWA
Yasutomo gave two lectures on the general characteristics of
textual interpretation. The first lecture explained why the so-
called “linguistic turn” in philosophy was a breakthrough in
modern philosophy. By shifting the focus from consciousness
to language, what was hidden in the two-termed epistemic
scheme of a subject knowing something about the object
became apparent. The missing third term was language, the
medium that transmits information from the speaker/writer
to the hearer/reader. The hearer/reader becomes part of the
integral scheme of knowing. Knowing involves expressing
knowledge. Contrary to intuition, the “Ah-ha Erlebnis”
is an incomplete part of the activity of knowing. A new

way of looking at the phenomenon of knowledge is thus
introduced.

The second lecture introduced Prof. MORIGIWA’s
theory of interpretation and legal interpretation as developed
in the book that grew out of a GCOE international
symposium he had organized and held at the Ecole
Normale Supérieure in Paris: Legal Interpretation in the Age
of Enlightenment (edited by Morigiwa Yasutomo, Michael
Stolleis and Jean-Louis Halpérin, Dordrecht: Springer,
2011). called

Name,” argued for interpretation as augmenting knowledge.

His paper, “Interpretation by Another

Interpretations are of something. In the case where the

object of interpretation is the text, the literal meaning of
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the text provides some ground of constraint for the range of
possible interpretations. How is this possible? Analysis of the
practice of interpretation makes clear how the establishment
of the identity of the text, the object of interpretation, and
the change of its interpretation are simultaneously possible.

18 T xz (pssEy

When the theory is applied to legal texts, it can explain
how “that which makes the identity of the object of legal
interpretation possible, gives authority to the law; that which
makes change possible in law brings about justice according
to the law” (p. 125, italics added).
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The Genealogy of Kyoyo-ism in Modern Japanese Language Studies

Kyoyo-ism was individual action that had been
profoundly influenced the progress spirits of young intellects
from beginning of 20th century to the eighties era in Japan.
The notion of Kyoyo-ism had been derived from “Bildungs
roman” of German literature. But there is no suitable
equivalent in English to Japanese term Kyoyosyugi (¥
T:48). Therefore I used in this lecture, the original term
“Kyoyo-ism”.

I have noticed the studies of Yamada Yoshio (I1IFHZ#
1), Arisaka Hideyo (F#F51H), Okuda Yasuo (¥4HMSEE).
They have achieved the individual works in modern Japanese
linguistics. I found the influences in their achievements
from outside of western linguistics. That is metaphysics of
Kant, for Yamada, phenomenology of Husserl, for Tokieda
and Arisaka, Marxian economics for Okuda. They have
backgrounds of different ages and ideologies. German
metaphysics and Marxism had formed the current that had
supposed students’ education from second half of Meiji
period to first half of Showa period. That is the Kyoyo-ism
which had supported a lot for radical questions of young
intellects. They say “What are existences of things?”, “How
do we recognize of existences of things?”, “How do we solve
social contradiction?”, “How do the solutions of social

contradictions concern with our studies?”
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Yamada, Tokieda, Arisaka authorized their traditional
studies based on western philosophy for opposing to
new western linguistic theory. Okuda authorized his
theory by Marxism for opposing to the school grammar
of establishment and academic Japanese language studies
indulging to philological history of Japanese. Persuasion of
his theory had been based on confidence about existences of
words and individual demonstration. It is a long time since
peoples say Kyoyo-ism ended. This is a same time for global
decline of Marxism and communist states. When we estimate
the Kyokaken grammarians (BFH/F3C2R) in whom Okuda
had leaded, about the viewpoint of historical Japanese
language studies, we can judge them the last challengers of
Japanese language studies based on Kyoyo-ism. In addition
to exit of Marxism, Kyoyo-ism in modern Japan faded
out. In other words, we should live on the midst of lonely
special information. However the linguistics in Europe had
leaved German characterized culture since F.de Saussure
and H. Sweet. From the time to now, in western linguistics,
essential studies on origin of language have faded out. These
facts have brought conspicuously elaborate descriptions to
linguistics. However such technique-oriented descriptions
often impressed people with strange looking emptiness.
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students face a variety of writing tasks as they work towards
their chosen degrees. Naturally, these tasks will vary from one
degree program to another. They are however, similar in two
respects. First, the tasks become progressively more complex
and demanding the futher you go in the program. Second
(with few exceptions), they need to be written “academically.”
This course focuses on the writing tasks that may be required
in a graduate career.

The chosen textbook is “Academic Writing for Graduate
Students” by John M. Swales and Christine B. Feak, both
highly respected experts in the field of academic writing. While
the textbook is not specifically aimed at non-native speakers of
English, the authors’ long experience in the field of English for
Academic Purposes is well demonstrated in the book by their
clear examples and careful scaffolding of language that is useful
for both the native speaker and the non-native speaker reader.

The course follows a task-based methodology in achieving
the following goals:

* Understanding the intended audience, the purpose of the
paper, and academic genres.

* Engaging in analytic group discussion

* Genre consciousness-raising

* Writing summaries and critiques
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* Language focus sections that address linguistic elements as
they affect the wider rhetorical objectives
* Help students position themselves as junior scholars in their
academic communities
* Develop goal-setting skills
* Provide a rationale and a forum for writing academic papers
The end of semester project involved writing a 5,000 word
paper related to the theme of the students” own PhD research.
All of the students were able to successfully complete this
challenging task, and it allowed them to explore their own
research in an unthreatening environment. Students chose
to utilize this assignment in a number of ways. One of the
students used the assignment to explore a particular area of
her future PhD analysis. Another student utilized it to write
an introduction to his entire PhD thesis and thus to help him
organize the overall structure of the work. In both cases, the
students reported that the assignment helped them to focus
their thoughts greatly and to make considerable progress in
their overall research projects.

In addition to the writing assignments and exercises,
the students also engaged in presentations and goal-setting
exercises. During the semester, each student had four chances
to make a presentation, culminating in the final presentation

on the same topic as their paper.
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