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Shinya Shigemi (April 16)

The scheme of the textual configuration derives from different academic disciplines. These
include Ferdinand de Saussure’s "Cours" which presents “audition” and “phonation”. Claude
Shannon’s and Warren Weaver’s "Mathematical Theory of Communication" uses a similar
scheme to put emphasis on the role of “noise” in the course of communication. We may
point out other disciplinary origins, such as Michael Polanyi’s reflection on the concept of
tacit cultural context, the inter-textuality of Julia Kristeva and Mikhail Bakhtin, or Hans-Georg
Gadamer’s hermeneutical framework of interpretational processes. The scheme of the global
COE program, however, focuses mainly on the general idea of how a text may be interpreted,
while neglecting to explain the functionality of the framework.

To overcome this deficiency we can draw upon Paul Ricoeur’s scheme of textual
configuration, namely the “Mimesis” process, which was outlined in Time and Narrative. He
proposes three steps of interpretation: “mimesis |I” for a stage of prefiguration, “mimesis II”
for a stage of configuration and “mimesis IlI” the stage of refiguration. The “mimesis I”
gathers three different levels of understandings: temporal, structural and symbolic. The
stage of “mimesis |I” prepares every textual element in each understanding. These are
incorporated and configured with different constituents of the “mimesis II” stage: temporal,
narrative and universal. The configured text, in front of readers, will be interpreted through a
schematized filter, which may refigure textual constituents as readers’ innovative
interpretations. With this experience of the textual refiguration, readers may restart their
interpretation, returning to the “mimesis 1” stage of prefiguration. In adopting Ricoeur’s
sense of repeatability as an alternative approach to textual configuration, we can fill the gap
in the global COE framework.

Zane Goebel (April 30, May 7)

“What is sociolinguistics?: From Multiple Disciplines to Multidisciplinarity”

This lecture provided a general introduction to the disciplinary bases of sociolinguistics while
tracing its development since the early 1970s. | argue that while sociolinguistics started as a
field of inquiry made up of many disciplines, it is now a discipline where much of the research
is characterised by the use of multiple approaches drawn from many of the disciplines found
in the humanities and social sciences. These include anthropology, sociology, philosophy,
linguistics, human geography, psychology, education, history, politics, literary and cultural
studies, and area studies. In doing so, | pointed out that much of the work done in
sociolinguistics has real world applications. Indeed many of the most famous studies were
undertaken in order to understand or solve practical and often life-changing problems that
related to the use of language in society. For example, a common focus has been to highlight
how non-standard ways of interacting are often misinterpreted and/or misrepresented by
those in authority as indicative of a speaker's lack of intelligence, lack of morality, manners,
etc. As a result of this type of research some of the underlying assumptions of
sociolinguistics include the idea that language varies, variation has social meaning and that
there is no such thing as a native speaker. Given these trends, increasing people movement
and calls for more publically accountable academic work, | closed by highlighting where | saw
sociolinguistic research heading. In particular, | noted that we would be seeing more multi-



disciplinarity, teamwork, and a research agenda pushed by both global and local concerns,
many of which will continue to relate to issues of the disadvantage of minority groups,
inequality, discrimination and racism.

“Approaches to Narrative”

This lecture provided an introduction to one primarily qualitative approach to sociolinguistic
research, namely the study of storytelling or narrative. In tracing the history of the study of
narrative in sociolinguistics from Labov’s and Waletzky’s work, | pointed out the diversity of
this field and how each approach had different research questions. | started by giving a
historical introduction to five main approaches to narrative, including those associated with
variationist sociolinguistics and pioneered by Labov and colleagues, conversation analytic
approaches (e.g. Harvey Sacks, Gail Jefferson, Emanuel Schegloff, Jenny Mandelbaum, Charles
and Marjorie Goodwin), anthropological approaches (e.g. Dell Hymes, Richard Bauman, Dennis
Tedlock), and psychological approaches (Jerome Bruner). | then went on to show how ? as
with sociolinguistics in general ? there was an increasing tendency towards multi-disciplinarity.
For example, Michael Bamberg has been working on incorporating ethnomethodology and
positioning theory into psychological work on narrative. Jan Blommaert has combined Dell
Hymes work on narrative inequality with political theory, while Barbara Johnstone has been
exploring how work in semiotics can inform variationist approaches to narrative. Similarly,
Elinor Ochs and Lisa Capps have drawn upon most of the five approaches mentioned earlier.
Most recently, Alexandra Georgakopoulou, has expanded Ochs’ and Capps’ work by
demonstrating the utility of placing narratives within their wider context.
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