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Yasutomo Morigiwa

“Lecture on the History and the Concept of Hermeneutics” (April 23)

After a brief account of the history of the theory of interpretation, or hermeneutics, the aim,
structure and the pros and cons of Gadamer’s conception of hermeneutics were outlined.
Hermeneutics was first developed as a methodology for interpreting texts, beginning with
the works of Homer, then the Bible, and on the eve of modernity, other literary works. It
developed into a methodology for the humanities in the 19th century. Scheiermacher and
Dilthey were two important thinkers of the period. They tried to explain and justify a “human”
or “historical” science (Geisteswissenschaft) by using hermeneutics as a method suited to
the study of humanities, in contrast to the method of natural science.

Heidegger applied the method of interpretation as a way of understanding our relationship
to the world, answering the question of how understanding was possible without



presupposing transcendent beings. He was able to show how the dualism of the subject and
the object, its accompanying aporia, and the often ensuing skepticism can be avoided. He
was able to explain knowledge as an on-going practice of interpretation by an
In-der-Welt-sein of something that is of the world, thereby giving a new outlook on the
question of being. Interpretation is not understanding something that is not known, but
developing the understanding of the object as something that is better understood through
the awareness of one’s prejudice thereof.

Signs by which things are known represent what must be interpreted as signs of something.
The act of interpreting makes the sign the object of consciousness, which is not the case
when the knowledge sought is of that which the sign signifies. Heidegger developed the
construction into a scheme which allowed the development of cognition into an experience
of interpreting the world in a historical manner, allowing the explanation of presence as being
developed through the interpretation of representations. The whole experience is the
uncovering of the truth.

Gadamer applied the theory once again to the experience of interpreting works of art, and
then to other exercises in the interpretation of texts, then developed in his own way, a
full-blown philosophical theory. He explains the understanding of others through such
concepts as Vorverstehn and Horizontsverschmelzung. Of which, | shall explain in the second
lecture.

“Lecture on Gadamer’s Theory of Hermeneutics” (June 18)

In the second lecture, the aim, structure and the pros and cons of Gadamer’s conception of
hermeneutics were discussed in detail.

Heidegger’s theory of interpretation, as explained in the first lecture, grew into a philosophy
of being, Building on his theory of the Hermeneutischer Zirkel, Gadamer applied the theory
once again to the experience of interpreting works of art and texts, then developed in his
own way, a full-blown philosophical theory. Interpretation is not understanding something
that is not known, but developing the understanding of the object as something that is better
understood through the awareness of one’s prejudice thereof.

He explains the understanding of others through such concepts as Vorverstehn,
Wirkungsgeschichte and Horizontsverschmelzung. Interpretation builds on the Vorverstehn,
or the prejudices one has of the object, through a developmental historical process dubbed
“Wirkungsgeschichte.” The understanding one has develops through discussing the
interpretation with others. When what seems foreign becomes something one can relate to,
we have a fusion of horizons, or Horizontsverschmelzung.

Language is primary, and our development through understanding better is a development
through language, which becomes our second nature. In order to use language, we focus on
that which we talk about, and not the words we use. What represents is transparent when
what is represented is present in our consciousness. When what is represented is not clear,
the sign is no longer transparent and presents itself as an enigma requiring interpretation.
Heidegger’s idea of truth as Unverborgenheit is used here. Gadamer’s theory has been
criticized as being vulnerable to relativism and subjectivism, of political naivete, and
vagueness as to the character of communicative reason. Perhaps the most piercing criticism
so far has been that of Jacque Derrida’s. Derrida points out that Gadamer downplays the
possibility of non-agreement, and the resistance of signs to interpretation. For Derrida, what



thus seems to be the limit of the power of interpretation should be regarded positively as the
wealth of the significant allowing the birth of meaning: this is the reservoir of future deeper
interpretations. The lecturer can further add to this criticism by combining the criticism by
Habermas about his political naivete. The whole dimension of public reason and its
significance remains undiscovered in Gadamer’s theory.

Osamu Kano, "Royal charters, formulae, and law-codes in the Merovingian Kingdom"

(June 25)

Medieval charters begin with those of the Merovingians. Royal charters give us a lot of
information about the royal government. But the extant documents are only a part of all the
royal charters really issued. Karl Ferdinand Werner and Peter Classen stress the wide use of
charters in this period, and Walter Goffart insists that "fewer than 0. O01 percent of
Merovingian charters have survived directly or indirectly". The study of transmission helps us
redefine royal charters, define the corpus, taking lost documents into consideration, and, in
doing so, a reevaluation of the relations between royal charters and related documents
becomes possible.

The study of transmission shows that royal charters confirming possession or legal
transaction have little chance to be copied, i.e., transmitted. But royal charters confirming
possession or legal transaction are well represented by formulae, and also, to a lesser extent,
by law-codes. Although historians have considered privileges as the most typical kind of
royal charters, these confirmative charters would have been representative of Merovingian
royal charters. And here is a point of encounter between royal charters, formulae, and
law-codes. These confirmative charters constitute a privileged type of royal charters for the
study of the relationship between these sources.

(July 2)

Recently Alice Rio has discussed relations between charters, formulae, and law-codes in
Frankish kingdoms. She argues that, unlike the law-codes, formulae document legal practice
from the perspective of demand, not imposition: their scope was defined by what it was that
people actually wanted to do with law, rather than by the more abstract understanding of
how society should function characteristic of the law-codes.

She is fundamentally right. Yet, there are also formulae of documents issued by the legislator.
They reflect not only what people actually wanted to do with law, but also the king's, the
legislator's view. | think that two perspectives, perspective of demand and that of imposition,
or at least the king's view are intermingled in these formulae. In order to discuss this problem,
and to examine the relationship between charters, formulae and law-codes, | examined a
strange legal custom called "affatomie". | would just like to insist that the dichotomy between
charters or formulae representing practice and law-codes reflecting theory is too simple and
misses the point.
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